
CAPABILITY STATEMENT

Solomon Brothers’ litigation and 
dispute resolution practice covers 
a wide variety of legal services that 
you may need when commercial 
relationships break down.

 

With our commitment to value, 
excellence and knowledge, there 
are very few disputes that Solomon 
Brothers cannot handle. We are also 
constantly looking to improve the 
way in which we deliver services 
and take advantage of modern 
technology. 

LITIGATION AND 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

LITIGATION

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

ARBITRATION

MEDIATION

EXPERT DETERMINATION AND 
CONCILIATION



RESULTS DRIVEN

At Solomon Brothers we focus on the outcome 
that you hope to achieve. We aim to put you in 
the position where you might avoid any formal 
dispute but, if avoiding of a formal dispute is 
impossible, we will work with you to put you in 
the best position to succeed and achieve the 
best outcome available. 

It is important to understand that, while many 
disputes require a single area of knowledge or 
expertise, many more do not - this is especially 
true where what matters is “the” outcome, 
not just “an” outcome. This is why, at Solomon 
Brothers, we have a broad knowledge base and 
excellent understanding of how the many areas 
of law work together and how they might be 
best deployed to your advantage. As a Western 
Australian law firm, we are also tuned to the 
many nuances of local Western Australian law 
and court practices that impact the way in 
which your dispute can be resolved. 

This is not just a question of how Western 
Australian courts work, though that is an 
important issue, there are also a wide variety of 
local statutory laws that are unique to Western 
Australia. This is why, despite having certain 
areas of particular expertise, we do not silo 
our lawyers into teams. We work to ensure that 
all of our lawyers have the ability to develop a 
solution best suited to your needs.

LITIGATION

We act in every Western Australian court 
and tribunal. We have acted in cases worth 
thousands of dollars as well as cases where 
hundreds of millions (or more) are at stake. 

As a Perth law-firm we retain a high level of 
flexibility, which enables us to develop litigation 
structures with our clients which are both cost 
effective and which provide our clients with a 
high degree of visibility. For example, one of the 
costly aspects of any dispute is discovery. Save 
for the smallest disputes, modern discovery is 
conducted electronically and, in recent years, 
with the assistance of AI. Rather than carrying 
the costs of our own system, we utilise third 
party experts on a competitive tender basis. 

Historically, Solomon Brothers acted on some of 
the earliest class actions in Australia pertaining 
to the finance broker scandal of the 1990’s. We 
also acted in the group action arising from the 
collapse of the Great Southern Group.  
 
Most recently, we have been acting for JKC with 
respect to its claim against AkzoNobel which 
arose of the failure of a coating system on 
INPEX’s Ichthys Project.



Any method of resolving disputes, other than via court-based litigation, falls under the definition of 
“alternative dispute resolution”. Generally, those alternatives include arbitration, mediation, conciliation 
and expert determination. One might also include rapid adjudication for building and construction matters, 
as well as other statutory dispute mechanisms that may end up in the State Administrative Tribunal such 
as Strata Titles disputes. We have experience with all of these alternatives.

ARBITRATION

There might be a debate as to whether modern 
Arbitration is truly an alternative to litigation for 
two reasons: 

First, Western Australian Courts now have such 
flexible procedures that criticisms of litigation 
being inflexible are no longer true. 

Secondly, the flexibility available in arbitration is 
really down to the parties and the arbitrator. 

As a consequence, as often as not, there is 
very little difference between the way in which 
an arbitration is run compared to an equivalent 
court proceeding.

However, as discussed below, there are many 
good reasons why you might prefer arbitration 
over litigation and some instances where 
there is no real alternative to arbitration. We 
have acted in a large number and variety of 
arbitrations, as evidenced below. We are also 
fully conversant with the different strategic and 
tactical matters that must be considered in the 
arbitration sphere. 

MEDIATION

The most utilised form of alternative dispute 
resolution in Western Australia is mediation. 

Mediation is a negotiation managed by a third 
person called, unsurprisingly, the mediator. The 
extensive use of mediation in Western Australia 
stems from its mandatory status across all 
Western Australian Courts and the State 
Administrative Tribunal (whether it is called 
mediation or not), with only a few exceptional 
cases exempted. 

Moreover, these mediators have been 
well trained and have garnered significant 
experience in mediation so they do an excellent 
job. Indeed, most matters settle at these 
mediations. 

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

EXPERT DETERMINATION AND 
CONCILIATION

Expert determination is similar to arbitration 
but, unlike arbitration, is not backed by 
statutory laws that facilitate management and 
enforcement.

Expert determination is most commonly used in 
building and construction and leasing disputes 
and, again, we have significance experience in 
both. 

Conciliation is primarily used in industrial 
relations, an area in which we do not practice. 
It is used in some building disputes, but those 
matters are conducted in the absence of 
lawyers.



OUR EXPERIENCE
Such is the experience of Doug, David and Chris, it is not viable to list all the matters that they have been 
involved in. However, there are some examples on our website which demonstrate our capability and scale 
of matters that we can tackle.

OUR PEOPLE

DOUG SOLOMON 
Doug Solomon has over 40 years’ experience and has been involved in some of 
the most important cases conducted in Western Australia. He has appeared as 
counsel in all levels up to, and including, the High Court of Australia. Doug’s bio 
can be found here.

DAVID MARSH
David Marsh recently became the Managing Partner of Solomon Brothers and 
has been practicing for almost 30 years. David started at Solomon Brothers 
but has also spent over 10 years at large national firms before returning to 
Solomon. David has not only managed or been involved some Australia’s largest 
court cases and arbitrations but he has also appeared as counsel in all Western 
Australian jurisdictions. David’s bio can be found here.

CHRIS WILLIAMS 
Chris Williams has spent his whole career at Solomon Brothers and has been 
practicing for about 20 years. He regularly acts as Counsel in Western Australian 
Courts. He is a trusted name in the litigation space and is known for his diligence 
and ability to cut through the noise and get the heart of the dispute. Chris’s bio 
can be found here.

Our litigation and dispute resolution team is led by partners Doug Solomon, David Marsh and Chris Williams. 

https://www.solbros.com.au/our-team/
https://www.solbros.com.au/our-team/
https://www.solbros.com.au/our-team/
https://www.solbros.com.au/our-team/

	Litigation
	Alternative Dispute Resolution
	Arbitration
	Mediation
	Expert Determination and Conciliation

